Astron. Nachr./ AN325(2004), Suppl. Issue 1 — Short Contributions AG 2004 Prag, Czephlitie 1

Augenschein and Finsternisse —
the language of the astronomer Maria Cunitia (1604?-1664)

INGRID GUENTHERODT
L Ackertorweg 2, D-78462 Konstanz

In her bookUrania Propitia of 1650 with one volume astronomical tables Maria CUNITIAQ#?—-1664) tries to
correct, to supplement and to facilitate calculation asitbim Johannes KEPLEREabulae Rudolphinae of 1627.

In a second volume with a Latin and a shorter German text fateaoned readers she explains how to calculate
with her tables. Both the volume with the tables and the dilal text of the second volume are organized into
three parts. These three parts constitute the frame for ralysia of the developing scientific language in her
German text. After an introductory part explaining in Gemthe Latin terminology of astronomy, Part One
deals with what we can see without technical aid, what is émggheinlich”. Part Two, however, discusses what
is only partly visible like the movements of planets. Partégnfinally explains the tables of calculation for
eclipses of the sun and of the moon, the “Finsternisse”.tRegé ends with the verification and new presentation
of an eclipse of the sun the Greek philosopher and astrondiai ES of Miletus predicted for the year 585
B.C. Following some short notes on the biography of Maria CUN and her book, my language analysis will
thus base on selections of these three parts ending with spemequestions on indirect messages of metaphoric
language.

UrANIA
PROPITIA

SIVE
Tabule Altronomica miré faciles, vim
hypothefium phyficarum a Kepplero pro-
ditarum complex&; facillimo calculandicompendio,
fine ulld Logarithmorum mentione, phano*
menis fatisfacientes.

Quarum ufum pro tempore prafentes

exacto, & futuro, (accedente inf‘upcr facillima Supeétios
rum SATURNI& JOVIS ad exa@iorem, & caelo fatis confonam
rationem , reductione ) duplici idiomate , Latino & vernaculo
fuccindté prafccipram cam Artis Cultoribus
commaunicat

MARIA CUNITIA,
Petve und ;an?gqe‘m'gn;rdjm/m@u

Nftronomifche Labelin/

duech dever vermittelung, auffeinefpriders.
Bebende Avth/ aller Planeten Bewegung/nach der ldnge/

Byeice/ und andern ufillen/ auff dlle dergangene/gegentoertige/ umd Einffrige Jeices
uneten fi en i 3
® perfiirgegeben.
Sub fingularibus Privilegiis Fcrpctuis,
fumptibiss Autoriss Brcixl Silefiotum,

Excudebat Typographus OI{ncnﬁlgoﬂA NN, SEYFFERT US,
ANNO M, DC L,

Maria CUNITIA: Urania Propitia (1650)
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